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SUBJECT: MARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION 
PASS FOLLOWING TO STATUS LNO BERGESEN FOR DELIVERY TO THE 
HONORABLE VICENTE N. SANTOS, VICE-CHAIRMAN, MARIANAS POLI- 
TICAL STATUS COMMISSION, FROM AMBASSADOR F. HAYDN WILLIAMS 

QUOTE: JANUARY 22, 1975 

HONORABLE VICENTE N. SANTOS 

VICE-CHAIRMAN, MARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION 
SAIPAN, MARIANA ISLANDS 96950 

DEAR MR. VICE-CHAIRMAN: 

I AM SENDING YOU AND THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE MARIANAS 
POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION A BRIEF REPORT ON THE PROGRESS 
BEING MADE ON THOSE ITEMS WHICH WE AGREED TO WORK ON DURING 
THE RECESS BETWEEN THE FIRST HALF AND THE SECOND HALF OF 
ROUND V OF THE MARIANAS STATUS NEGOTIATIONS. 

THE DRAFT TECHNICAL AGREEMENT COVERING SUCH 
ITEMS AS JOINT-USE ARRANGEMENTS, LEASEBACKS, AND OTHER 
PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE MEMORIAL PARK, ACCESS TO MILITARY 
LANDS, ETC., IS BEING WORKED ON JOINTLY HERE IN WASHINGTON 

BY YOUR COUNSEL AND BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE U.S. GOVERN- 
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MENT. IT IS NEARLY COMPLETED, AND A FINAL DRAFT SHOULD 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


BE READY IN AMPLE TIME FOR OUR JOINT CONSIDERATION WHEN 
WE RESUME OUR MEETING. 

THE NEGOTIATING HISTORY OR NOTES WHICH SET FORTH CERTAIN 
UNDERSTANDINGS RELATIVE TO CERTAIN ARTICLES AND SECTIONS 
OF THE DRAFT COVENANT IS ALSO IN THE FINAL STAGES OF JOINT 
PREPARATION WITH YOUR WASHINGTON COUNSEL AND THIS DRAFT 
DOCUMENT WILL ALSO BE READY FOR THE MPSC'S REVIEW IN 
ADVANCE OF OUR NEXT SESSION. 

WE HAVE ALSO BEEN ENGAGED IN AN INTERNAL TECHNICAL REVIEW 
OF THE DRAFT COVENANT AND HAVE HELD A NUMBER OF RECENT 
MEETINGS WITH CONGRESSIONAL STAFF MEMBERS ON THE COVENANT 
INCLUDING THE THREE SPECIFIC POINTS ON WHICH WE RESERVED. 

WE ARE ALSO IN CONSULTATION AGAIN WITH KEY LEADERS OF THE 
CONGRESS ON THE FULL SCOPE OF THE DRAFT COVENANT, AND 
FROM ALL PRELIMINARY INDICATIONS IT APPEARS LIKELY THAT 
WE WILL BE ABLE TO REMOVE OUR RESERVATION ON SECTION 
105. WE MAY HAVE NON-SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO SUGGEST IN 
SECTIONS 202 AND 703. OVER ATI. WE HAVE BEEN GREATLY 
ENCOURAGED BY THE REACTION TO THE DRAFT COVENANT BY BOTH 
THE EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE BRANCHES OF THE U.S. GOVERN- 
MENT. 

WITH THESE FAVORABLE DEVELOPMENTS AND WITH THE PROGRESS 
THAT IS BEING MADE TO PREPARE FOR OUR NEXT MEETING I AM 
OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE PROSPECTS FOR FURTHER SIGNIFICANT 
PROGRESS TOWARD FINAL UNDERSTANDINGS AND FINAL AGREEMENTS 
WHICH CAN THEN BE PRESENTED TO THE MARIANAS LEGISLATURE 
DURING ITS FEBRUARY SESSION AND EVENTUALLY TO ALL THE 
PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS FOR THEIR APPROVAL. 

WITH RESPECT TO THE SECOND SESSION OF ROUND V I BELIEVE IT 
WOULD BE USEFUL TO PLAN ON SOME INFORMAL PREPARATORY 
MEETINGS SUCH AS THE ONE HELD EARLY LAST DECEMBER IN SAIPAN 
JUST PRIOR TO THE FORMAL OPENING OF ROUND V. THIS WILL 
GIVE US A CHANCE TO REVIEW JOINTLY ANY REMAINING TECHNICAL 
OR DRAFTING QUESTIONS AND TO PREPARE THE FINAL AGENDA FOR 
THE FORMAL PLENARY SESSIONS AND FOR THE WORKING SESSIONS 
OF THE TWO DELEGATIONS. WE BELIEVE THAT AFTER THE COVE- 
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NANT AND TECHNICAL AGREEMENT THE MOST IMPORTANT OTHER ITEMS 
OF BUSINESS FOR OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE THE QUESTION OF 
TRANSITION AND TRANSITION PLANNING, ORGANIZATION, TIMING 
AND FUNDING. 

YOU AND THE COMMISSION MAY WISH TO SUGGEST OTHER SPECIFIC 
ITEMS FOR THE AGENDA AND AN EARLY INDICATION OF WHAT THEY 
MIGHT BE WOULD BE MOST HELPFUL IN OUR PREPARATIONS IN THE 
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REMAINING TIME WE HAVE BEFORE WE RECONVENE. IN ORDER TO 
SAVE TIME YOU MAY WISH TO FORWARD ANY THOUGHTS YOU HAVE 
ON THE SECOND SESSION OF ROUND V TO US THROUGH ALF 
BERGESEN. 

PLEASE GIVE ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE MPSC MY VERY WARMEST 
REGARDS. I ALSO WISH TO EXTEND TO YOU AND THE MEMBERS 
OF THE MARIANAS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE MY VERY BEST WISHES 
AS YOU PLAN FOR WHAT WILL BE A MOST IMPORTANT AND HIS- 
TORIC SESSION. SINCERELY YOURS, F. HAYDN WILLIAMS. 

END QUOTE. KISSINGER. 

KISSINGER 
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